Thanges in Concanavalin A-Reactive Proteins in Inflammatory Disorders
). The changes in Con A-reactive proteins were also examined in groups of immature rats (20 days of age) and mature rats (45 days of age) of both sexes, with six animals per age and sex group ( Figure  1C) . The changes were similar among male and female rats; however, immature animals responded more rapidly to inflammation than did adult rats ( Figure  1C ). The changes in Con A-reactive proteins in 20-day-old rats at 12 h after treatment was equivalent tc that in 45-day-old rats at 24 h after induced inflammation ( Figure  1C ). a2-macroglobulin, P-150, P-95, P-40, and P-35, of Mr 180 000, 150 000, 95 000,40 000, and 35 000, respectively, using SDS-PAGE under reducing conditions ( Figure  2A ). Total Con A-reactive proteins, quantified by densitometric scanning at 600 nm, were increased in patients with RA and SLE as compared with normal donors and pregnant women ( Figure  28 ). Figure  3B , lanes 1 and  2) ; however, the peptide map of a2-macroglobulin from patients with SLE contained more Con A-reactive fragments than did that from the normal donors ( Figure  3B,  lanes 3,4 vs2, 1) . The Con A-reactivity of a2-macroglobulin increased during pregnancy as well as in patients with RA and SLE, as shown for lectin blots analyzed by densitometric scanning ( Figure  4A ). The total Con A-reactivity of P-150, P-95, P-40, and P-35 was also greater in patients with RA and SLE than in normal donors (Figure 48, C, D, E) Con A-reactivity during inflammation were P40 and P-35
( Figure  4D , E).
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